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Some apology is required for the long delay in issuing this book, as, with the exception of a few additional
woodcuts, it is a simple reprint of the Croonian Lectures, which were given three years ago at the Royal College
of Physicians, and then appeared in the weekly Medical Journals. The reason of the delay is partly that a few
months aFer the lectures were delivered I was asked to go to India, to investigate the mode of action of
chloroform, the Nizam of Hyderabad, at the suggestion of Surgeon-Major Lawrie, having most generously
appointed a commission for the purpose. But a more powerful reason of delay was simply the intention I had of
extending the lectures so as to include the action of drugs on the function of the kidneys and other organs. Li
order to write this, I waited for a convenient season, but this has not come, and the pressure of other
engagements seems to render it likely that I may have to wait some time before I can execute my intention; and
therefore I have concluded to issue the book now without further delay. I desire again to return my most sincere
thanks to Sir Andrew Clark, Bart., President of the Royal College of Physicians, and to the other oIicers of the
College for the honour they did me in appointing me lecturer, and the aid they gave me in carrying out...
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