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Geo; Henry Preble, U. S. N. September 4, 1862 Sir, - | regret having to inform you that a three master screw
steamer, bearing an English red ensign and pennant, and carrying four quarter boats and a battery of six or
eight broadside guns and one or two pivots, and having every appearance of an English man-of-war, ran the
blockade this afternoon under the following circumstances: | had sent the Winona to the westward to speak a
schooner standing in under sail, when the smoke of a steamer was discovered bearing about south-east, and
standing directly for us. Observing that she was burning black smoke, | immediately got the Oneida under way
and stood toward her, signalling to the Winona to chase at discretion. We soon neared the stranger in company
with the Winona, who, as we approached him, gradually hauled to the northward and westward. When abeam,
of him, about one hundred yards distant, | hailed him, but receiving no answer I fired a shot across his bow. He
ranged ahead without stopping, but still thinking him an English man-of-war | fired two more shots across his
bow, and then directed a shot at him, which unfortunately went over, between his fore and mainmasts. He soon
hauled down his flag, and trained his guns to bear on us, but having no flag to fight under did not fire. We
continued firing at him, assisted by the Winona and one of the mortar schooners, but he...
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