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Westwood Astrophysical Observatory owes its inception to aid from Percival Lowell. In beginning a special
series of its publications, the writer wishes to place on record his indebtedness to the warm sympathy and
encouragement of a faithful friend. Himself an ardent lover of freedom, Dr. Lowell never interfered with the
writer s free and independent ordering of the researches conducted at Westwood, but with a rare
disinterestedness he placed at his disposal numerous spectrograms taken at the Lowell Observatory by the
skilful hands of Dr. V. M. Slipher for measurement with apparatus of the writer s.design. Nevertheless, the gain
was mutual, for the results throw unexpected light on some of Lowell s own researches and demonstrate that
complete independence in respect to control and motives of action is not incompatible with a consistent
working together for a common end. Lowell had been greatly interested in the research which forms the
subject of the present communication, with its obvious bearing on the problem of planetary temperature. In his
Temperature of Mars, he had adopted 0.75 for the albedo of a half clouded earth, and |, in my Greenhouse
Theory and Planetary Temperature, had taken 0.70 for the same datum, differing but little from the value now
found for the geometrical albedo of the earth, which is 0.72. Let me also place on record as a result of my
intimate association with him, my recognition of the fact that his theories were based 011 an elaborate
accumulation of unsurpassed evidence, that lie was always open-minded to new evidence, and that, while
presenting some revolutionary new conceptions, he did not...
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