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Sketches of Its Professional Men, and a Report of the Centennial Celebration At the annual town meeting held in
March, A.D. 1876, a report was presented by a committee previously chosen by the town, consisting of Messrs.
Waldo Daniels, Stephen W. Richardson, William M. Thayer, William Rockwood, and Adin D. Sargent, to whom
was referred the subject of the celebration of the one hundredth anniversary of the incorporation of the town.
Among the recommendations embodied in this report was the following: - That a history of the town be
prepared and published, in which the important events of its early settlement and the succeeding municipal
transactions shall be recorded - including also, so far as practicable, its interest in and the part sustained by its
citizens in the Revolutionary War, the War of 1812, and the late Rebellion; also its ecclesiastical and educational
work, the growth and development of our manufacturing interests, and of all that pertains to its prosperity as a
township. The report was accepted and the committee were authorized by the town to carry out the plan
presented. The committee were unanimous in their choice of historian - Rev. Mortimer Blake, D.D., of Taunton,
Mass. His marked ability and well-known antiquarian researches, especially connected with the earl history of
Franklin, abundantly qualified him for this important work. Dr. Blake with some reluctance entered upon the
task, which he would not have undertaken for any town but his own. About the Publisher Forgotten Books
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