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her beloved but increasingly frail grandfather - "the oldest and the youngest thrown together to keep an eye on
each other". Over twenty summers spent at a villa on the Riviera and a crumbling chateau in the Loire - like the
house in London, stuffed with books and fragments of the past - a riveting family drama unfolds, as the secrets
of why the two sides never speak and why her father seemed so bizarrely absent are gradually revealed.
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