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Delivered by Hon. W. W. Eaton, at City Hall, Hartford, on Saturday Evening, March 3d, 1860 Better rule in hell,
Than serve in heaven. The present is a crisis in the history of our government, an important crisis, great for
good or evil. | am informed, | presume correctly, that Mr. Cassius M. Clay while speaking in this city a few
evenings since, said: That if the Democrats carried the State Connecticut this Spring, there was the end of the
Presidential controversy. And further, That if the Democracy were successful in the next Presidential canvass, a
general insurrection at the South would be the result. Before | pass upon this question, if | may be allowed a
parliamentary remark, | move to divide it. With Mr. Clay, | believe if the National Democracy of our State are
successful in this opening fight, that the back-bone of John Brown Republicanism will be broken, and in the
greater battle for the Presidency, the motley crew who rally upon sectional issues, will be scattered before the
legions of the Democracy, like chaft before the wind. That the success of the Democratic party in the
Presidential election, will cause insurrection at the South, is to me quite a new idea, and | doubt not was to the
hearers of Mr. Clay. It therefore has one merit, it is original; and if Mr. Clay will speedily file his caveat in the
office of Commissioner of Patents, | presume the first Brown Republican who is placed at the head of that
branch of public service, will issue a patent for the full term...
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