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has been spoken of as a mere chain of facts, which serve the purpose of comparing knowledge, but this is the
lesser half of the truth, for while we need the guidance of established facts, systematically arranged, and their
true connection with preceding and succeeding events, we submit that by far the larger purpose of history is to
unite ourselves with these facts, to fix our personal responsibility as heirs of the past, and to determine our
present duty to ourselves and to others, in the light of such knowledge. If men and women were unrelated and
individual units of humanity we might review the past and forecast the future with such pleasure as comes
naturally from historical research, as we weave into one body the warp and the woof of the story of the
centuries. But history, as we interpret it, is not knowledge merely, but in a higher sense it is power, for it is
inclusive of those fine relationships that link men to their homes, their country and their God. In recent years
there has been a wholesome revival of historical study, which finds development in local and general
celebrations, in state and national expositions, in pageants and antique loans, in translation and reprint of the
church records, cemetery inscriptions, and the papers preserved in the archives of state and nation. This is not
a work of vanity or of self-aggrandizement, but a wholesome exercise of the mind and soul of the people,
through which we get life s true bearings, and gain courage and inspiration with which to meet the days
before...
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