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Scarcity of American Seamen; And the Remedy: The Naval
Apprenticeship System; A Home Squadron, C., C Although this
country has not yet become the first maritime and commercial
country in the world, yet every reflecting person can see, that
in a very short time it will stand first among the nations of the
earth in this respect. Very near the whole of the revenues in this
great and rapidly increasing nation of ours is derived from our
custom houses - from the duties laid on foreign goods brought
by our packet ships and numerous merchant vessels from all
parts of the earth. The total revenue of last year was
$30,000,000; of this no less than $22,000,000 was derived from
our custom houses 1 and this ratio will always remain so, as
long as our extensive and glorious sea-board-its flourishing
towns and cities - its enterprising sea captains and merchants -
and its unrivalled merchant vessels, remain to us. Under all
these circumstances, of how much importance - of what
immense interest it...
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